Aesthetic Action Items (Group D)
D1 Main Street Business Signage

Responsible Organizations: Village officials, staff, and boards (especially planning board),
Walkable Committee, Historical Society, business owner input

Estimated Cost: minimal
Estimated Time: 1-2 years

Currently, signs in the Village are regulated by Section 805 of the Village Zoning Law. See
Recommendation E4 - Sign Ordinance

D2 Main Street View Preservation

Responsible Organizations: Village officials and land use boards (planning and ZBA), Histori-
cal Society, Yansick site owners

Estimated Cost: unknown

Estimated Time: unknown

Standing at Main and Liberty, Main Street presents an attractive vista to the west. The former
Yansick Lumber water tower is a landmark feature that terminates the view. As redevelopment
of the Yansick site occurs, the Village planning and permitted process should work to ensure
that this local landmark is maintained.

D3 New Main Street Light poles

Responsible Organizations: Village staff (DPW), Walkable Committee, Chamber of Commerce
Beautification Committee, Historical Society

Estimated Cost: moderate (already budgeted as it is assumed that pole replacement costs are
factored into electrical system capital budget)

Estimated Time: ongoing

Arcade has a unigque advantage in that the utility wires are underground along Main Street. By
building on this advantage, Arcade can further improve its Main Street streetscape.

The existing decorative light poles downtown are of an appropriate scale, although the project
Planning Committee has noted that those lights do not shed enough light. A plan to retrofit or
replace the downtown light fixtures should be established. The village may wish to consult
with other nearby communities such as Springville, Warsaw, and East Aurora regarding their
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downtown lighting fixtures.

Further west on Main Street, west of Church Street, the existing gray steel poles and *“cobra
head” fixtures should be replaced with more attractive poles and fixtures. Local examples in-
clude those along Hertel Avenue in the City of Buffalo. A less expensive option may be to sim-
ply paint the existing gray metal poles black and replace the light fixtures.

Choosing the appropriate scale is very important. While shorter (12-20 foot) poles are appro-
priate in the downtown area, taller (20-30 foot) poles are important along West Main Street. In
this part of Main Street, the buildings are shorter and/or farther back from the street. The taller
poles help define the street and establish a pattern of verticality. Pedestrian fixtures should be
attached to these taller poles at the appropriate height.

Above: Light poles that accommodate both taller, Above: Contemporary light poles, painted black, and
more ““auto-oriented” light fixtures and lower pedes- utilizing more decorative hanging light fixtures. The
trian scaled light fixtures. North Salina Street, Syra- height of the poles and repetitive spacing pattern help
cuse, NY define the streetscape in the absence of taller buildings

close to the sidewalk. Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, NY
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D4 Prestolite Wall

Responsible Organizations: Pioneer Central High School, Chamber of Commerce Beautifica-
tion Committee, Historical Society, Prestolite management

Estimated Cost: minimal

Estimated Time: less than 2 years

The Prestolite facility on West Main Street is a valued industry. However, the structure itself
presents a huge blank wall that is visible from Main Street through the Davis Funeral Home

parking lot. The combination of large, unscreened parking lot and large blank wall detract from
the attractiveness of the central part of the village.

Above: Existing parking lot and Prestolite facility

Above: Mural example, Lyons, NY
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The Chamber of Commerce’s Beautification Committee should work with Prestolite and Pio-
neer Central High School art students to paint a mural on the large blank wall. Alternatively,
the Beautification Committee and Prestolite could acquire attractive shrubs native to Upstate

New York from the Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District and plant a dense
hedgerow of shrubs between the parking lot and the building to screen the view.

D5 Prestolite Park

Responsible Organizations: Village officials and staff, Walkable Committee, Chamber of Com-
merce Beautification Committee, Prestolite management

Estimated Cost: minimal to moderate
Estimated Time: 2-3 years

In front of the western portion of the Prestolite facility, there is a large green space fronting on
Main Street. This site, formerly occupied by several homes, has beautiful mature trees and is an
attractive green space in the heart of the Village.

The Village should work with Prestolite to explore options for public access to this area, as per
Prestolite’s security requirements. Fencing may be required along the west, south, and east pe-
rimeter of the site. If so, it should be attractive black metal fencing, not chain link.

The lawns and trees would make an ideal passive greenspace/picnic grove and is strategically
located across the street from the Arcade Free Library. Benches, picnic tables, water fountains,
and plantings are the only recommended improvements. This site is not appropriate for grills,
playgrounds, playing fields or active recreation.

D6  Cattaraugus Overlook Park

Responsible Organizations: Village officials
and staff, Walkable Committee, Chamber of
Commerce Beautification Committee

Estimated Cost: moderate

Estimated Time: 2-5 years

In the northwest part of the Village, North
Street was recently relocated away from the

top of the bluff due to erosion. The new sec-
tion of road is called Cramer Drive. The vil-

Salmon River overlook, Malone, NY.
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lage still owns the former North Street right-of-way that follows the top of the bluff overlooking
Cattaraugus Creek.

It is recommended that the Village construct a small park/overlook at this site using the eastern
portion of the old right-of-way. A small paved terrace with benches and selected pruning of
creekside vegetation would be all that is necessary to transform this site from an abandoned
roadway into an asset for the Village. Interpretive signage could also be a part of the improve-
ments. The small park would be a terminus of the proposed Cattaraugus Trail. See also Rec-
ommendation A6 - Cattaraugus Trail.

D7 Main Street Facade Program

Responsible Organizations: Village officials and staff, Chamber of Commerce, Wyoming-
Livingston Downtown Revitalization Program, Wyoming County Economic Development, New
York State Main Street Program (Division of Housing and Community Revitalization), Histori-
cal Society, Arcade Town/Village Historian, downtown property owners

Estimated Cost: high

Estimated Time: 3-10 years

Downtown Arcade has many attrac-
tive and historic buildings. Most
are in good condition, although
some have suffered from inappro-
priate facade treatments. Targeted
investment in a few properties
would greatly improve the image of
downtown.

The Village must enhance existing
facade improvement programs or _
work with organizations such as the &
Arcade Area Chamber of Com- i@
merce, Wyoming County Economic ="
Development, and the Wyoming-

Livingston Downtown Revitaliza-  Buildings on north side of Main Street west of Liberty Street, early 1900s.

; Tniti _ M&T Bank now occupies the tall 3 story building on the left and Simar
tion Program to initiate such a pro (Howlett’s) the ornate, turreted building just left of center. Source: Arcade
gram. Historian’s Office

== . T Lt L o i . ——

Overall, many recommended improvements are limited to new signage or ground floor/
storefront facade improvements. The Project Planning Committee did identify several proper-
ties that would benefit from more extensive facade renovation (note: these are not prioritized in
any particular order):

1. the row of buildings on the south side of Main Street, from Liberty Street west to the train
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station, including the Arcade Hotel

the building formerly housing the Arcade Pennysaver

Phil’s TV and Appliances

4. the former Howlett’s Building (Simar Enterprises): this building is particularly crucial,
given highly visible location at the head of Liberty Street and its historic (and unfortunately
long gone) decorative facade. With this building, restoration of the historic facade is not
only possible, but preferable.

5. M&T Bank: the white panels cover the remaining bottom two floors of what was a three
story Victorian brick structure. While full restoration would be a significant undertaking,
even moderate improvements such as the removal of the panels and restoration of the win-
dow openings would greatly improve the streetscape.

6. Creekside Fabrics and Quilts and Wolfe’s Wines and Brew House (first floor display win-
dow area only)

7. Hear USA and adjacent vacant storefront (first floor display window area only)

wn

Facade improvement is an instance of where a moderate amount of money, carefully targeted,
would provide very dramatic returns to the community.

D8 Upper Floor Windows

Responsible Organizations: Downtown property owners, Chamber of Commerce Beautifica-
tion Committee

Estimated Cost: minimal to moderate
Estimated Time: 1-3 years

While M&T Bank is one example of windows being covered, there are other buildings in down-
town Arcade where window openings are covered in plywood or otherwise obscured. This de-
stroys the pattern of window spacing and, no matter what activities might be happening inside,
projects a “dead” image to passersby. Even if the space behind blocked windows is storage
space or even unused, the windows should be restored or fitted with plexi-glass. On unused
upper floors, windows fitted with curtains and inexpensive lights on timers project an appear-
ance of life. See also Recommendation D7 - Main Street Facade Program and Recommenda-
tion D9 - Design Guidelines.

D9 Design Guidelines

Responsible Organizations: Village officials and staff, Planning Board, Walkable Committee,
Chamber of Commerce Beautification Committee, Historical Society, downtown property own-
ers

Estimated Cost: minimal

Estimated Time: 1-2 years
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In order to assist building owners and the Village staff and review boards with design, the Vil-
lage should adopt non-binding design guidelines. These help illustrate graphically the prefer-
able way of treating building facades, entries, window placement, awnings, and signage along
Main Street. Initially these could be a voluntary reference document, although the preferred
long-term option would be to incorporate elements of the design guidelines into the zoning code
so that they are legally binding, as the City of Rochester has done. See also Recommendation
D7 - Main Street Facade Program and Recommendation D8 - Upper Floor Windows.

D10 Interpretive Boards

Responsible Organizations: Village officials and staff, Walkable Committee, Pioneer Central
High School, Chamber of Commerce Beautification Committee, Arcade Historical Society

Estimated Cost: moderate

Estimated Time: 2-5 years

Throughout these recommendations, various
actions have called for interpretive signs or
display boards. These provide interest along
walking routes (sidewalks, trails, etc.) and in-
form people, both longtime residents and new
visitors, about the unique place that Arcade is.
They can inform about any subject related to
the locale, such as the original Native Ameri-
can inhabitants of what is now Arcade, the ori- &8
gins of Arcade’s name, early settlement, trans-
portation, floods, industry, schools, churches,
events, people, etc.

Example of interpretive board, Malone, NY.

Researching and producing these boards pre-

sents a unique opportunity for the Village to partner with Genesee Community College and/or
Pioneer Central High School classes to work with the Historical Society and other organiza-
tions.

Potential locations, including those already noted in this report, include the Cattaraugus Trail,
the Cattaraugus Overlook, the Pedestrian Lane, the pocket park at Main and Water Streets, the
proposed “Prestolite Park,” and the railings of the Main Street bridge.
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D11 Arcade Walking Tour brochure/map

Responsible Organizations: Walkable Committee, Pioneer Central High School, Chamber of
Commerce Beautification Committee, Arcade Historical Society

Estimated Cost: minimal

Estimated Time: 1 year

Closely related to the interpretive board recommendation, an opportunity exists for high school
or community college history, art and/or computer design classes to work with the Historical
Society to produce an attractive, high quality brochure or booklet that explains Arcade’s his-
tory, notable buildings and their architectural styles.
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WELCOME!
Greetings to our visitors and to Brockporters who wish 1o become
better acquainted with their village! Our Historic Commercial
District and Historic Landmark homes provide a unique opportuni-
ty to catch the spirit of a canal town in the heyday of the “0ld Erie”
barge canal. Also, you can see how Brockport is developing rapidly
A% 3 MAjor Port on A rev ed Erie Canal that is becoming one of
North America’s prime vacation and recreational facilities. This
brochure will guide you through that experience. Enjoy your walk
and your stay in Brockport! Mary Ann Thorpe
Mayor

[ This publication has been financed in part with federal funds from the National Park
Service, Department of the Interfor. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily
reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior, nor does the mention of trade
names o commercial products comstitute rcommendation or endorsement by the
Department of the Interior The funds have been administered hy the New York State Office |

|ul?~.|r|u. Recreation, and Historic Preservation |

Tiext aned photos By William G, Anadrews, Village Historian, with thanks fo Cyniiia

Hourke, Katlyy Goetz, Hirriet Stsson, Eniice Ghostiud, Gary Skoog, and Fletcher Garlock.

Pulblished by ibe Village of Brockpart, 18 State S, Brockport, NV 14420, 716-637-5300.
Prblic rextrooums are available at the Brockport Village Police stafion, 1 Clintan Strvet

How to Use this Guide
The tour consists of five “segments” to be walked in one continuous stroll or by
segments. The segmients 3 A-Stops 1-19, B-Stops 20-41, C-Stops 42-47,
D—Stops 48-61 Hops.
They may be ¢

62-71

ned a5 follows: ABCDE (75 mins.), AE (25 mins.), ABE (40
mins. ), ARDE (48 mins.), ADE (40 min_}, ACDE (55 mins.}, or ABCE {65 mins.)
Incorporated in the guide are directions for going from one segment to another

Begin at the south abutment of the canal bridge, east side of Main St

{Jimmy Mac’s restaurant)

Symbols:  + View from across the street, * Officially-designated
historic landmark, § Listed on state and national registries of
historic places

SEGMENT A

1. The Erie Camal-Built between 1817 and 1825 and enlarged lmer
severnl thmes, the canal was the fimst means of mass transposta.
ton o the American Midwesd and opened that great region 1o
settiement. frockport was s western Aerminus. for some
yean

2 Main Street Lift Bridge (1915), +lift sower (1915)~This span and
the e 3 block exst are bwo of anly sixteen 1t bridges ssll in
operation on the canal. A thind span one block 1o the west is 2
Fined, high bridige: They were built a part of the kst reconsiruc-
tion of the canal

3 *Reockport’s Historic Commercial District-The 45 commencial
Busbdings on o sdes of Main Streetfroen the carmad i the Sezte
31,/Erie S8 insersoction and on Market Stroet wore designated an
hisiork daisict . Beockparts listoric Preservation Baand in
1999 and are beieg, nomisted by it for listing on the state and
mational regstries of histoeic places. They foem the largest, intact
array of Vietorian commercial buildirags irt the ares

Walk south on Main Street

+ *1 Main Street (1567)=0ne of the seven toll stations on the Erie
Canal was bocated on the lower floor. Unusial lingels, hracketed
comices, and cast-iron omamentation and pilasters. Rear and
soisgh walls are Medina sandsione. Top Boce may have been an

m

5. *0-11 Main Street {1536)Cand-brom pillasters, liniels (inchiding
irapons), cormices, and pediment.

& *13-15 Mais Street {ca. 1534)-Cast-tron colimins and singe oor-

mice.

7. *21-25 Maim Street (ca. 1854)-Bay windows and corbelied, brick
comice. The stcpdremt reesins musch of it original design

Cress Water Street and continee south on Main Street.

B *39-41 Main Sereet (1571} -Benckport's most disinctive com-
mercial structare with its contrasting brick and stone wall fin-
s, cast-iron codumm, arched sone lingels, dentiled comice,
stone pllastens. original fimtals, pointed-arch pediments. third-
fhoor auslitorien, sl restored “Toey Soap” sigh.

Turn lefi (east) oo Market Street =

9 *58 Market Street (1855} -Arched stone S
Binteks, pressed-metal comioe, and curved

podisnent.
10.%11-13 Market Street  (1577)-Metal
ling o the staircase doorway, curved
decorative sione lntels, and elaboruie
preswed-metal coemace and pediment

1L *19-25 Markes Strvet (ca. 1381)-Fight
urlgimal, decorative, cast-iron column;
elaborately-detaded brickwork; cat-imn
firsa-floor cornice; brick and wood s
ond-floor cormice: and “liatle brother™
west wing,

12 *17 Market Sareet (ca. 1581)-Decorative
wood linteds and wlls with shouldered side
moldings and bracketed wood comice
with pointed arch pediment

SEGMENT D crntered ocuf
cupals and

48 172 Main Street (1590)--Roxbury Inn, built deeply carve|

ry Colsewl Richard Custs Shannon, Cvil Sar 51, 40 College §
olfices wha served 1 Getyshuurg and minister — siyle, but

0 twn South Breckport, o
notable surviving architcctural feature s the i
asaivr tie el 52 4 College

40 +15 College Street-Historical marker on and-crafty
parking. This house and the one next door Hsbbard, s
st formed the “Tirown Cottage” of Mary g windo|

Jane Holmey, ! of 2nd floor|
ulsr Beratie 1 Late 1th cemtury American s thmes b
wamen. Fler husband. Dandel, was a promi- 51 56 Callege 5
et local kawyer, civic leader, and member of commer tower]
the Brockpon Normal School council for 50 lanteds, Built
yeans, Tamber deal
50. 4739 College Stewt {ca 1570)-Victorian added e

Tealianate srle, with off-conier copols 30d  ptinee wesl

Above: Example of a small-town walking tour brochure, Brockport, NY.
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