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Town of Barrington  
 

Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement 
 The Town of Barrington has prepared a Comprehensive Plan to preserve and protect 
the high quality of rural life enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.  Barrington’s rich array 
of natural and cultural resources include a beautiful and healthy lake; scenic vistas over-
looking the lake, forested hills and valleys, vineyards, farm fields, and farmsteads; wood-
lands shielding cool glens and wetlands; open fields; and historic buildings, structures and 
sites.  The Town has a healthy local business community of farms, vineyards and wine cel-
lars, and small agriculture and tourist related businesses.  These features not only benefit 
residents, but are also a major attraction for the many tourists and summer residents who are 
a key to the economic stability of the town.  
 
 The Town believes that the preservation of all of these assets is crucial for the pres-
ervation of the Town’s current quality of life, for the economic well-being of the Town, 
Yates County, the Keuka Lake and Seneca Lake watersheds, the Finger Lakes region, and 
perhaps most importantly, for the benefit of future generations.  The Town can accomplish 
this by planning for balanced growth and development that is in keeping with its rural and 
agrarian character.  As in all communities with a diverse population and economic founda-
tion, balancing the needs and interests of various groups is a critical aspect of a successful 
planning process.  The Town should provide a basis for residential, agricultural and recrea-
tional constituencies to be able to coexist harmoniously and balance the interests of indi-
viduals with the interests of the community. 
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Executive Summary 

The Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Barrington is organized into the seven following chapters: 
 
• Chapter One, “Introduction,” contains a brief overview of the contents of a typical Comprehensive 

Plan and the Barrington Planning Board’s reasons for undertaking the development of a new Com-
prehensive Plan for the Town.   

 
• Chapter Two, “Community Involvement,” contains commentary of the survey administered by the 

Planning Board to the Town’s land owners soliciting their input for the Plan, a summary of the sur-
vey results, and a review of the Citizen Focus Groups set up by the Planning Board to offer residents 
and property owners the opportunity to provide input into the Plan.  

 
• Chapter Three, “Background,” includes useful background information on the Town’s geography, 

geology, topography, climate, and history. 
 
• Chapter Four, “Current Conditions,” profiles the current status of eight broad categories of land use 

conditions in the Town.  These categories are General Land Use; Natural Resources and Recreation; 
Demographics and Housing; Historic Preservation; Transportation; Economy; Services and Infra-
structure; and Community Governance, Organizations and Institutions.  

 
• Chapter Five, “Community Vision and Recommendations,” contains recommendations for protect-

ing, preserving, enhancing, and regulating lands within the Town.  These recommendations also 
identify the parties responsible for implementing them and, where appropriate, potential funding 
sources.  This chapter is organized along the format used in Chapter 4 to provide continuity within 
the Plan document.   

 
• Chapter Six, “Future Land Use,” is based on the recommendations of Chapter 5 and lists the sug-

gested future land uses for each zoning district that the Plan proposes retaining or creating.  This 
chapter should not be interpreted as a zoning law or even as a “definitive” statement of allowable 
land uses.  The purpose of this Chapter is simply to provide readers with a good understanding of 
what land uses the Plan aims to support and encourage in various parts of the Town.  

 
• Chapter Seven, “Plan Update Process,” includes information on the schedule and procedures that the 

Planning Board will follow when it comes to update the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The basic intent of this Plan, as explained in the Vision Statement and as noted at several points in the 
document, is twofold: 1.) the protection and preservation of the Town’s rural and agrarian character 
through new land use policies, and 2.) the plan will be used as the basis for an updated zoning code that 
uses techniques such as overlay districts and subdivision regulations to regulate land uses within the 
Town.  
 
This Comprehensive Plan will serve as the foundation of the Town’s Zoning Law, which will provide 
the legal basis for implementing the Plan’s recommendations.  The Town’s Zoning Law will be revised 
and updated following completion of this Plan to ensure that the Plan’s recommendations are enshrined 
within local land use laws.  
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