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Mission Statement 

The Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council (G/FLRPC) will identify, 
define, and inform its member counties of issues and opportunities critical to the 
physical, economic, and social health of the region.  G/FLRPC provides forums 

for discussion, debate, and consensus building, and develops and implements a 
focused action plan with clearly defined outcomes, which include programs, 

personnel, and funding.



Preparing Village “Main Streets” for Planning 
Main Street Recommendations for the Village of Newark, NY 
 

Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council ii 

TTAABBLLEE  OOFF  CCOONNTTEENNTTSS  
 
EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  SSUUMMMMAARRYY .............................................................................................................................................................................. VV  

 
II..  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN............................................................................................................................................................................................ 22  
Objective of the Preparing Village “Main Streets” for Planning Project.............................................. 2 

Project Structure and Components ......................................................................................................... 2 
Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and Revitalization: What’s the difference?........................................... 3 

 
IIII..  MMAAIINN  SSTTRREEEETT  IINN  PPEERRSSPPEECCTTIIVVEE::  PPAASSTT,,  PPRREESSEENNTT  AANNDD  FFUUTTUURREE ...................................................................... 55  
An Evolving Landscape........................................................................................................................... 5 

Centers of Influence: Main Street as Commercial District and Civic Center ........................................ 6 
What Happened to America’s Main Streets? ......................................................................................... 7 
Special Insert: Why are Main Streets Important Today? Excerpt from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation ........................................................................................................................................... 8 
Transportation and Main Streets: From Thoroughfare to Highway ....................................................... 9 
Developing Lasting and Effective Solutions for Today’s Main Streets ................................................. 9 

Preparing Your Main Street for Planning .............................................................................................. 11 
 
IIIIII..  CCAASSEE  SSTTUUDDYY  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW...................................................................................................................... 1133  
Case Study Community Application, Evaluation and Selection Process ......................................... 13 

Local Main Street Steering Committee ................................................................................................ 13 
Delineation of the Study Area .............................................................................................................. 15 
Present Main St. Planning and Construction Status ............................................................................. 15 

Inventory of Existing Conditions............................................................................................................ 16 
General Historical Overview................................................................................................................ 16 
Economic Development ....................................................................................................................... 17 
Transportation History ........................................................................................................................ 17 
Socio-Economic Profile ....................................................................................................................... 18 
Transportation Profile........................................................................................................................... 23 

1. New York State’s 2004 Highway Sufficiency Ratings ............................................................ 23 
2. Road Safety ................................................................................................................................ 25 

Land Use Profile................................................................................................................................... 26 
 

IIVV..  PPUUBBLLIICC  IINNPPUUTT........................................................................................................................................................................................ 2277  
Public Meeting #1: Existing and Desired States................................................................................... 27 

Meeting Overview................................................................................................................................ 27 
Summary of Findings: Survey Results ................................................................................................. 28 
Summary of Findings: Facilitated Public Comments........................................................................... 29 

Public Meeting #2: Presentation of Recommendations...................................................................... 30 
Meeting Overview................................................................................................................................ 30 
Final Public Input/Comments............................................................................................................... 30 
 

  



Preparing Village “Main Streets” for Planning 
Main Street Recommendations for the Village of Newark, NY 
 

Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council iii 

VV..  MMAAIINN  SSTT..  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS ........................................................................................................................................ 3322  
Structural/Physical Recommendations................................................................................................ 33 

Roadway Area ..................................................................................................................................... 33 
1. North Main St/Pearl St Intersection.......................................................................................... 34 
2. Enhanced Crosswalks at All Major Pedestrian Crossings ..................................................... 34 
3. Main St Median between Miller and Union (“The Pickle”) .................................................. 35 
4. Other Roadway Considerations .............................................................................................. 35 

Sidewalk Area ..................................................................................................................................... 36 
1. Improving Overall Streetscape Appearance and Continuity ............................................ 36 
2. Curb Extensions .......................................................................................................................... 38 
3. Improving Canal Connections ................................................................................................ 39 

Building Area ....................................................................................................................................... 40 
1. Infill Opportunities....................................................................................................................... 40 
2. Façade Improvements.............................................................................................................. 43 

Regulatory Recommendations ............................................................................................................. 44 
1. Minor Revisions to Current Zoning ................................................................................................. 44 
2. Consideration of a Main St. Overlay District ................................................................................... 45 
3. Comprehensive Planning and Future Strategic Planning ................................................................. 46 

Programmatic/Organizational Recommendations ............................................................................ 48 
1. Maintaining an Open, Active, and Effective Main Street Committee.............................................. 48 
2. Evaluation/Consideration of Other Organizational Structures ......................................................... 49 
3. Encouraging a Meaningful Citizen/Stakeholder Role in All Decision Making ............................... 49 
 

  
AAPPPPEENNDDIICCEESS .................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5522  

A. Technical Committees 
B. Application for Planning Services 
C. Explanation of Codes and Characteristics of NYS Highway Sufficiency Ratings 
D. TIP Eligible Project Types by Funding Program 
E. NYSDOT Region 9 Main Street Survey 
F. Parking Management Best Practices 
G. Main St. Overlay District 
H. Glossary/Acronyms 



Preparing Village “Main Streets” for Planning 
Main Street Recommendations for the Village of Newark, NY 
 

Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council iv 

MMAAPPSS  AANNDD  CCHHAARRTTSS  
 
Map: Regional Transportation Network ................................................................................................. 14 
Map: Overview of Main Street Study Area ............................................................................................ 15 
Chart: Demographic Profile..................................................................................................................... 20 
Chart: Population Pyramid....................................................................................................................... 21 
Chart: Population Change, 1990 – 2000 ................................................................................................ 22 
Map: Primary Road Segments................................................................................................................. 23 
Chart: Sufficiency Ratings – General Characteristics ........................................................................... 24 
Chart: Sufficiency Ratings – Traffic.......................................................................................................... 24 
Chart: Sufficiency Ratings – Physical Condition .................................................................................... 25 
Chart: Sufficiency Ratings – Adjusted Rate Capacity and Volume/Capacity Ratio....................... 25 
Map: Zoning Districts within Village of Newark...................................................................................... 26 
Map: Minimum Locations for Curb Extensions in Combination with Enhanced Crosswalks............ 39 
Map: Key Infill Sites to Consider............................................................................................................... 41 
Map: Properties for Potential Façade Improvement ........................................................................... 43 
Chart: Savings Rates of United States Workers, Excluding Home Value ............................................ 47 
 


