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Restoring Rochester’s Old Erie Canal

Looking North from Griffith Street Bridge c.1910 and 
Schillner Map (c.1896) of same

Thomas X. Grasso President, Canal Society of New York State
President, Inland Waterways International

Executive Director ADROC (ADvocates for the Restoration of ROchester’s Canal

Ms. DAY PECKINPAUGH Last regularly scheduled voyage -Sept. 1994
Just west of Oneida Lake

Erie Barge Canal above Lock 2 Waterford, NY—looking west--1990
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Canals as Nature - Canal du Midi - south of France

Macclesfield Canal, England

Briare Canal Aqueduct Over the Loire River, France

Lutzelbourg on the Rhine and Marne Canal      Alsace-Lorraine District, France

Peak Forest Canal, England
Peak Forest Canal, England
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Bridgewater Canal Basin
Castlefield Junction

Manchester, England

Ashton Canal Manchester, England

Ashton Canal Manchester, England

Ashton Canal Manchester
Ashton Canal  Manchester, England
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3 Erie 
Canals

1918

Old Erie Canal
1822-1920

1918 Court Street Dam

Rochester City Centre 1919 looking south - 1842 Old Erie Canal Aqueduct foreground  

Genesee River Arm of the Erie-Barge Canal 1918
Elevation 512 feet above mean sea level

Mill Race

Old Erie Canal
Elevation 509 ft.

Aerial View Rochester City Centre Looking South Courtesy: Democrat & Chronicle

Route – Old Erie
Canal

Proposed New

EL. 512 ft.

Site Round Lock

C A N A L

T O D A Y

Court St.
Dam

Elevation
509 ft.

1842 Aqueduct

Cunningham

FranceFranceRound Lock at Agde
Canal du Midi

View West Across Genesee From Round Lock Site
To Corn Hill Landing
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Looking West Through Aqueduct Across the Genesee River

View Today Looking West

View Through Aqueduct Today Looking West
Supports For Broad St. -- down center line of old aqueduct

Preliminary Draft Engineering Drawings Through Aqueduct
Present-day (left) and proposed restored (right) - 12-06

Bergmann Associates – Architects, Engineers,
Planners & Surveyors- Rochester, NY

Looking West Toward Exchange
How the West End of Aqueduct
May Appear if Old Erie Restored

Lock to be located where boat is shown
lowering level of canal 7 feet- making Exchange St. Bridge

a fixed instead of a lift bridge:
Rendering by Rory Zimmer SWBR Architects-Rochester, NY

Looking East To 
Washington St. Bridge

About 1905-
Note Washington Building
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Similar View Today
Broad Street is a “roof” over canal below

Restaurant -
.Jonathan Child House

What It Could Resemble-Regents Canal
London – September 2005

Terminal Basin Site Map Courtesy Tim Zimmer City of Rochester and
David Edwards-May  President, Euromapping  Grenoble, France

Old Whitney Canal Warehouse c.1828 –
Looking NE- Brown St. located left side of building

The canal was located where the grass is now
Broad Street in foreground

Looking north from Brown Street at
Terminal Basin Site—Oak Street on right Jay Street in distance

Brick building in distance-- Rocky’s Italian Restaurant
New soccer (football) stadium 1 block beyond
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Providence, Rhode Island

Ottawa – Rideau Canal- Winterlude
February 2007
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Gas Street Basin
Birmingham, England

Birmingham, England

Birmingham, England

Bricktown Canal, Oklahoma City


